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WHAT IS THE HYDROVILLE 

CURRICULUM PROJECT?

The Hydroville Curriculum Project (HCP) is funded 

by a grant from the National Institute of 

Environmental Health Sciences. The mission of 

the HCP is to enhance high school students’ 

awareness, interest and understanding of the 

cause-effect relationship between the environment 

and human health. The study of environmental 

health topics, such as water quality, indoor air quality 

and pesticides, is integrated with science, language 

arts, social studies, math, health and technology. 

The curricula are structured to help students 

understand the complexity of environmental health 

issues and to emphasize that many real-world 

problems have no single correct answer.

The curricula feature environmental health issues 

based on actual occurrences. Students participate 

in a series of background activities to develop 

pertinent concepts and skills. With this background 

knowledge, students assume the roles of experts 

on a multidisciplinary team. Teams develop 

their solutions based on data collected through 

laboratory experiments, interviews, research and 

interaction with experts. The teams then formally 

present their solutions to the problem.

 

“My ultimate goal is to use 
environmental sciences to help people 

live longer and healthier lives.”  
NIEHS Director Dr. David A. Schwartz

The National Institute of Environmental Health 

Sciences (NIEHS 1R25ES10721)

FUNDED BY:

“We saw our students do wonderful 
things as we implemented the 
program. We have never seen our 
kids work so well together and put so 
much into their schooling. I think it 
just opened a new way of teaching 
for us teachers…how good we could 
be when we all worked together on 
a project like this. I will admit that we 
were hesitant to begin the water 
quality scenario, but after seeing the 
results, we are jumping at the chance 
to teach another one.” 

Stephanie DeBruyn, Social Studies, 
Woodburn Alternative School, Woodburn, OR
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